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point to assail me. Conscious that I have tried to do my
duty, I have borne with patience.

I called on the President in relation to the Navy Agent
in Washington, Brown, whose term expires on the 27th
inst. Last winter, it was understood between Mr. Lincoln
and myself that paymasters should hereafter perform the
duty of Navy Agents, and thus save the expense of that
class of officers. But about the 4th of March Vice-Presid-
ent Hamlin made a special appeal in behalf of Brown, and
in view of Hamlin's disappointments and retirement, the
good Mr. Lincoln had not the stamina to refuse him, or to
say to him that it conflicted with a policy which he had
deliberately adopted. My relations with Hamlin were such
that I could not very well argue this point, and the Pre-
sident could modify or yield his own opinions. He under-
stood my embarrassment and addressed me a note, stating
his pledge inconsiderately made to Hamlin. I have sub-
mitted this note and the circumstances to President John-
son. He concurs with me, and is also somewhat embar-
rassed from delicacy, in consequence of his attitude towards
Hamlin, whom he superseded. I suggested that he might
oblige Hamlin by giving some other place to Brown or to
any one else whom H. should name. This met his approval,
and he suggested that I should have a letter prepared to
H. for him, the President, to sign. I proposed speaking to
Brown himself, stating the general policy of appointing no
Navy Agent, and that, by acquiescing, the President would
feel disposed to consider him and Hamlin favorably. He
liked this, and I accordingly stated the case to Brown soon
after, who was a good deal flurried and not prepared to
decide whether he would resign or let his appointment run
out and another be appointed, but would inform me on
Wednesday.

While with the President, I remonstrated on his severe
labors which are overtasking his system. The anterooms
and halls above and below were at the time a good deal
crowded. He said he knew not what to do with these peo-